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POPULATION TREND AND GROWTH_CF URBANIZATION IN HUNGARY

Wissenschaftlicher Dienct Sudosteurona,
Vol V, No 1, Munich, Jan 1556

Since 1945, there has ¢:=: 1nsufficient information rn the devalopment of
Hungary's ponulntior. ne results of the only postwar census of 31 December
1948 L January 1946 s opublished in surmarized form only. In addition, only
limited individuw L .estonal imvorm: oull b oobtained fiom monsgraphs.

The official stztistiecal icztiiii Gzemle, in 1ts Tirst two issues
of 1955 publis 4 cne on the devzlopment of the popula-
tion of Hungury il o iontl tvesulis of the household census

of 1 July 195h, fpo in citie. and lerger communities, and
ints :n~ dcveloyment of the populaziion ot

those dotn nermit a oLz
Hungary. At the sanm
datr zre az of
the end of th
shows the over

la.,t census was too close to
R t trend. The following teble
".o‘ “v‘ ccn”ity of the population for the

ror thr- rresent. territory of the country

wion Flmures and Density
ary Durina 1930-1954

Yoor Density (per sq km)
i
1930 93.3 ;
19401 100.2 !
1048 29+
19%9 99.9
1950 100.8 i
1051, 101.7 ;
1952 102.5 !
1993 103.5 :
165k 104.8
1995, 30 Jun ¥ R D 105.4

ATy

1nes
tion ray &

i23t venorted figures; the varia-
Lveen provisional and final census

catae.
. MhAicsording woopiawo o, ot Ciale , of L3 Sentember 1955
These frirava:r ohod 1 whe pesaiatien of Hungary during the period 1930-
10M0 noed an mnnunl e : e * 50,000-60,000 pevrsons. The war
cnused oo : . buf since that time, the number has
ingreased aagunted to 119,000. Considering an

nf 100,000, which can be taken for granted,
7 w1ll exceed the 10 million mark; the den-
square kiltomever and in another § years
wicturz of the wvapid vopulation increase is
Toinin off the repularivn rovemant figures for the

annnl natuss)
nopulatiecn

given by tho :oi
past yeave:
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Year
—_—

1938
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953

195k

Ty
ce,oLhe

42,006

figure and
oint 15 pn
as whe by
the 1947 pe
cases, L
devel ovinear,

tical peryol,
ulaticn
which «a .
cline of may;
Tigures., Iao

Hungary amcunts
place only afr.:

5l

s

mavy -

Plls
is

The Izt
In tne puos

POPULAT 20T 30t v

|

Lty the war) of the aumber o

moriality rate, in 1946,

L,

STAT

Live Natural
Rirtns Deaths Increase et Fy
182,208 130,628 51,578 W smmun
160,091 211,323 -42,230% z
169,120 135,486 33,634 .;
187,316 117,537 69,779 U
151,907 103,780 86,127 A
190,398 105,718 84,680 -
195,567 106,902 88,665 \
190,645 109,998 80,647 3
185,820 107,543 78,377 ]
206,926 112,039 9k, 887 1 4

. atprox) 223,000 167,000 115,000

tary dead

rercentage of development Indicate the foll--ring trends:
narriages, the birth de-
ln mortality, totaling a minus balance of more than
13 fotloved by an increase of marrizges, the same birth
In 1947, however, the low
rothe number of marriages remains at the same level
e 19WT birth figure exceeds *at of 1938, and
rothan ia 1938, indicating = pain in koth

“ted atove, until 1950 vhen - bhe positive
“hostatistics reach the prewar Tigure. The cri-
tized economy can be observed e2zily in the pop-
. there is an over-all decline, marking the cristis
“sew tourse"; later on there is niso a large de-
ovever, there is no decline in birth and increase
fe arnual notural inecrease of the population of
as of the latest date ana occunies the first
laviz, the Netherlands, and rortugai.

nd the large decline in the mortality

1 conditions, which ied 1o o very

the cne hand, and to an eagerness to
2riod, bonuses, and nursing subsidy for
1e reported that in 1954 four times as
25 in 1949 and that in the course of the
it Symecological devartmeuts of the hos-
taoaud in the maternity homes by 70 percent. It
izath rate of 1% per 10,000 in 1938 de-
The 1554 total mortality fizare "1s more

© e in 1938 and 1s on the sace lovel with the
iy o bndized states in Central &nd Western Europe.

TuldieMiion '~
)

ta

Cindicates a trend of increasiug urbanization
kiown {n vercentape of Hungory- s total

Srcdicateds:

n

R R

A R B
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Incrensing Urbanization in Hungary 1869-1954 ()

ear Budapest, Urban Areas Rural Areas

1869 i.8 11.5 86.7

1900 3.8 13.h 82.8

1920 11.6 19.h 69

104 1% 12.5 23.7 63.8

194 1%x 18.4 19.8 61.8

1949 17.3 19.2 63.5

1954 1 July about 19.0 about 21.0 about £0.0
*Figures refer to the territorial boundaries existing in that particular

year: l.e., orior tc 1918 the boundaries of rrewar Hungary, after that of
Trienon-Hungary, in 1941 that of 1938-1941 enlarged territory of Hungary.

*¥*These figures refer to a Hungary within the frame of boundaries estab-
lished after YWorld War 1I.

The above figures indicate that the urbanization trend has been in proc -~
ess already for 100 ycars. The July 1954 househcld census, which was held
only in the 168 larpest loca ities in the country, does not give a complete
plcture; however, it does 1llustrate the rapid development of urbanization
vhich occurred efter tae sonsolidation of the systematized economic regine.

The folleving tabie compares 1954 census temporary results with 1949:

Development of Population of the 168 Largest Localities
in Hungary During 1949 and 1654

Increase Over

Localities LGhG £) Nov) 1954 (1 Jul) 1949
Eudapest, 1,612,287 1,781,085 168,798
Remaining 51
citles 1 782,216 1,942,111 159,895
106 largest
commmikisy 678,999 718,892 39,893
Total 4,073,502 b,kh2,088 368,586

Haturaltiy, the population increased the fastest in those citles where
large industrial centers were established. The 1949 census could not show ‘
this trend cleerly because of the short industrialization period, but the 3,
1954 figures deTinitely indicate this development.

The Pollowing “ukle shows population trends in the most important rapidly
groving industrial centers:
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City

Kazincbarcila

Komlo

Miskolz
roszlany

S.ztal Invares

Tata

Varpalora

g

menk rend fie

industriea are

tional capitat,

Komlo miniy,

Szentes

Furanng

is showm by

for L949 znl i<
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Development of the Population of the Most Important
Industrial Centers of Hungary from 1900 to 195k

Increase in
Percentage

{1900 as 1.00)

376.8

Forulation Figures
1930 1949

5,059
4,605

108,106

1954
3,713 11,819

2,187 17,540 1,775.3

93,912 135,780 221.8
7,150

27,472

1,473 3,740 437.8
718.0
16,523 133.2
248.3

160.4

15,970
22,640

15,159 16,900 172.8

that the 1949 cewsus fails to indicate a develop-
Loo close to past war), but it dces show that
are those plares where the greatly developed
d. Apart from the pupulation influx to the na.-
ng center of Komlo tiker the leading place. The
tlowed by Sztalinvaros, the newly erected Socialist
loping foundries; Oroszlany and Tata, the centers of
skele ana Kazincbarcika, “he aspiring centers of the
“tong; Veszprem as the new center of the chemical in-
er of Lhe chemicel industry; and finally

ieun exploliation in the southwestern

vetro

shown by the following
cowtry towns in eastern
WL

atwon trends is
wes of several
Lactrializatinn

Decrease or Increase
Over 1949 (%)

6.3
-9.5
42.5

30,908
32,032

firatteon ¢of populssion coucentration in industrial centers
follewing table which gives housing consirusztion statistics

Sl
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No of Residential Buildings

1oh9 195k i
Budapest 130,877 140,231 i
Other towns 328, 221 333,066
In 106 large communities 147,886 151,103

The foilowing table shows the increase of housing units from 1949 to 1954
in cervtui [lun.arian cities.

Sztalinvarce 3,541
Miskols 2,823
Kor o 1,979
Tatabongy: 1,448
Gyor 1,372
Ozd : 1,035
Szekealohrevar 920
Szolnok 882
Ajka 883 ;
Lovciual 573 :

Szigetezentmiklos 625

Besldes the alrealy iacvn industrial centers, there are also a number of i
-2 middle-sized t iiks Gyor, Szekesfehervar, and Szolnok in thz leading places. }
Among th:z industrial locznlities, Ajka is worth mentioning in connection with !
the Veszpram-Ve-relota center in the southwestern central chains of mountains. :
As a whole, th: ctove figures indicate that also in Hungary populaticn tends P
%o increase in cities, especially in those where industry is being established ;

or expmnded, It is alsc worth menticning, that the population increase in
Hungary has reuzhed o very high level and surpasses that of most Central European
Stetes except Yugosiavia.
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